@ ALASKA.

Alaska Department of Commer ce, Community, and
Economic Development & Connect Alaska Unvell
I nter active Map to Increase High-Speed Internet Access
and Adoption

For Immediate Release: Contactdark Kelsey
September 1, 2010 (907) 269-7387

Jessica Ditto
(202) 251-4749

Anchorage — Alaska Department of Commerce, Community, anchBooc Development
Commissioner Susan Bébbday announced the launch of Alaska’s first stadew
broadband availability map. The web-based mapllig iitteractive and puts powerful
tools and information directly into the hands ofame interested in improving the
technological landscape in the Last Frontier State.

“We are living in an increasingly digital world, wte being connected to the Internet is
essential to enhancing our quality of life. Thisvhecompleted map paves the way for
technology which will create new jobs, increaseskkis economic competitiveness, and
deliver services that have been previously unabiglto rural areas of the state,” said
Commissioner Bell. “No matter where you live in 8ka, high-speed Internet enables
access to quality employment, information, andl\a&avices ranging from interactive
telemedicine to distance education opportunitieeaBband gives you the opportunity to
work from home, take classes online, and markedymts to the world - all of which

have a positive impact on the local economy anditgus life.”

Much like the revolutionary impact of harnessingoc#ticity or the telephone, high-speed
Internet connection is Alaska’s lifeline to futyyeosperity. The development of Alaska’s
map is funded by a federal stimulus grant and idegliby the Connect Alaska initiative,
in partnership with the Alaska Department of CometaeCommunity, and Economic
Development (DCCED). Connect Alaska is a subsiduitye national nonprofit
Connected Nation and is Alaska’s designated euntitjer the grant award.

Alaska’s newly completed map shows great progresglieading broadband across the
state. Eighteen broadband providers offered daiwislg that 90.25% Alaskans can
access broadband. However, of those, only 77%sudeats report using broadband at
home. The Connect Alaska initiative will continde process of getting Alaskans online



and accessing the unlimited benefits and econoppomunity associated with
broadband.

Full access to Alaska’s interactive map is avadaibw through the Connect Alaska
website atvww.connectak.org

“The data you find on the Connect Alaska map rédléite beginning phase of a
comprehensive initiative to address the supplyderdand side challenges of the state.
The goal of the Connect Alaska initiative is topghall Alaskans, particularly those in the
remote villages, access the essential benefitsoafdtband. This effort applies to all
sectors — school districts, higher education iastihs, health care providers, tourism
agencies, businesses, and government entitiesh-geagp offers a unique perspective
for determining the technological challenges anefdisen their communities,” explains
Brian Mefford, CEO of Connect Alaska’s parent gngation, Connected Nation. “It is
imperative that the map is as accurate as possible are urging everyone to check the
information reflected at your address and repoytiaaccuracies through our feedback
mechanisms.”

All Alaska residents are encouraged to visit thar&et Alaska website,
www.connectak.orgto join in this important initiative and offerddback. The website
gives residents a one-stop-shopping portal whexg ¢an find providers at their address,
check their current Internet speeds, request bavatibervice in their area, and share
stories of how high-speed Internet has impacte likies.

Connect Alaska is funded through a $1.9 million mlay the U.S. Department of
Commerce’s National Telecommunications and Inforomafdministration (NTIA) to
launch the initiative in the state and carry ot Work over a five-year period. Under the
NTIA State Broadband Data and Development grargnarm Connect Alaska is charged
with creating statewide awareness, mapping, andtaiaing the state broadband
inventory for two years, and conduct planning @fdor a period of five years. These
funds are part of the American Recovery and Retnvesst Act of 2009. NTIA, as
required by the ARRA, will make a national broadibamap publicly available by
February 17, 2011.

By increasing broadband access and use acrostatheAlaska is facing a bright future,
with greater opportunities, and a new throughwagdonomic empowerment.
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About Connect Alaska: Connect Alaska is a subsidiary of Connected Nadiwhoperates as a
non-profit in the state of Alaska. The AladRepartment of Commerce, Community, and
Economic DevelopmerfDCCED) is leading the initiative to increase htband Internet
access throughout rural Alaska. Connect Alaskacsasmissioned by the state to work with all
broadband providers in the state to create detailgos of broadband coverage in order to
accurately pinpoint remaining gaps in broadbandalitity in Alaska. This work will support
developing a statewide plan for the deploymentaamption of broadband in the state. For more
information visit:www.connectak.org




